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Hawk/Dove Game

But Player 2 moves first…

What will happen?

What could Player 1 do to gain an advantage?

Commitment Strategies
Example: Burning Your Ships (and other commitment 
strategies)

Player 1 could “burn their ships”.

Commitment Strategies
Example: Burning Your Ships (and other commitment 
strategies)

Player 1 could “burn their ships”:

Make it so that they cannot play D (even if they wanted to).

Commitment Strategies
Example: The Doomsday Device (from Dr. Strangelove or: How 
I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEB-OoUrNuk


Commitment Strategies
Example: The Doomsday Device (from Dr. Strangelove or: How 
I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb)

Questions?

Introductions

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEB-OoUrNuk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozg7gEchjuM
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Hobbes on Property There are no property rights in 
the state of nature.

Property rights only exist when 
there is some political authority 
who can enforce them.

Hume

David Hume
(1711 - 1776)

Scottish 
Philosopher

Top 5 Hume Facts! 1.

2.

3.

4.

5. Best friends with Adam Smith.
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Top 5 Hume Facts! 1.

2. A famously agreeable 
philosopher (see: Adam Smith’s 
reflections on Hume’s death)

3. Was a diplomat to France; loved 
drinking and billiards.

4. One of the major figures of the 
Scottish Enlightenment.

5. Best friends with Adam Smith.

Top 5 Hume Facts! 1. Took Rousseau in when no one 
else would. They had a falling 
out. 

2. A famously agreeable 
philosopher (see: Adam Smith’s 
reflections on Hume’s death)

3. Was a diplomat to France; loved 
drinking and billiards.

4. One of the major figures of the 
Scottish Enlightenment.

5. Best friends with Adam Smith.



Hume’s A Treatise of 
Human Nature

“Of the Origin and Justice of 
Property” 

Hume on Property

Hume on Property

Property as Convention

Hume thinks that conventions arise in the following conditions:

1. People’s interests are best served by coordinating their 
behavior;

2. What makes most sense for each of them to do depends on 
what the others do;

3. Successful coordination will be self-sustaining because 
everyone’s interests will best be served by continuing to 
coordinate. 
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behavior;
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Does this sound familiar?
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Review: Hobbes vs Hume on Property

Hume’s Analogy: The Row Boat

Is Hume Right? 
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The Circumstances of 
Justice

The Circumstances of Justice

Extreme 
Scarcity

Moderate 
Scarcity

Abundance

Complete 
Generosity

No utility No utility No utility 

Moderate 
Generosity

No utility Very 
Useful

No utility 

Complete 
Selfishness

No utility No utility No utility 
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Next Time:
John Locke disagrees...

Questions?


